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In This Edition....
        Some Memories of Al Souter.
If you needed bits and pieces for a sports car in the sixties there was 
only one place to go, Souter’s Sports Car Parts in Clappison’s 
Corners. Al Souter had a 
large collection of used 
parts from British cars 
and an equally large 
collection of stories. My 
1959 Triumph TR3-A 
was a good excuse for 
me to head out to Al’s 
place and overhear 
some fun racing tales, 
like the time Al rode a 
mini bike through the 
banquet at Harewood 
Acres. But that was 
nothing, we’re talking 
about a guy who did 
the Canadian Winter 
Rally in a Lotus Seven! 
And another time, in a 
Dune Buggy. Really, 
who would do 
something like that? Well, Al did, along with VARAC’s Colin Gibson, 
who has contributed his recollections. Jeremy Sale.

If you are looking for a “Barn Find” car, you might try looking in Toronto! 
Two cars showed up recently in sight of what the Americans call the “CNN 
Tower”. Details inside, and Classified Ads from now and back then...



            Some Memories of Al Souter.... 
Jeremy Sale

Al Souter stories are legion and for me, the story of the drivers of the 
cars we race are just as important to preserve as are the cars. So this 
edition seems to have expanded enough to become the “Al Souter” Pit 
Signals, but hey, that’s fine! My thanks to Al’s family, to Cam McRae, 
Bob Harrington, Jim Kenzie and especially to Colin Gibson, for their help 
with this piece of Canadian racing history. A huge thanks for the 
invaluable photos to Doug Durrell and most especially Ron Kielbiski.

Racing has its ups and downs, but Al Souter always had fun... 



Beware the hay bales, my son, and shun the frumious silver batch!

Souter was also an instructor for newbie racing drivers, including  Jim 
Kenzie, who says; “During the classroom session prior to the on-track 
exercises at the old Harewood Acres track, Souter imparted many pearls 
of hard-won racing wisdom. One included the warning that if you went 
off-track and appeared to have a choice of hitting either a silver hay bale 
or a golden one, always go for the golden one. "Those are made of fresh 
hay,'' Souter said, "and they'll just disintegrate. The silver ones have been 
baking in the sun for 10 years and they're hard as concrete.''

 “On one occasion, according to good friend Wayne Jefferey, Souter had 
just put new tires on his Sprite up at Mosport. One of them made it all the 
way to Turn Three before it blew out. The car flipped over and rolled 
multiple times onto the shoulder of the track. During the shunt, Souter's 
helmet slipped forward over his eyes. As he crawled out from under the 
wreckage, he couldn't see a thing. He thought, "Well, I can't see, so I 
guess I must be dead. This isn't so bad. Doesn't hurt as much as I 
thought it might …" The track marshal arrived, helped steady the big 
man, and pulled his helmet back off his face. Souter opened his eyes 
wide, and began dancing across the tarmac, oblivious to the other cars 
still racing around the circuit, yelling, "I'm alive! I'm alive!" He truly was. 
His own car destroyed, he borrowed a Mini from his brother-in-law Hugh 
MacGregor, and drove it well enough for the rest of the season to finish 
second in the regional championship, behind later-to-become Formula A 
and Can-Am champion Horst Kroll.”  Jim Kenzie.



Do you recall that old Reader’s Digest feature, “The Most Unforgettable 
Character I’ve Ever Met”? Alistair Souter would fit right in. He lived a life 
that constantly generated stories and anecdotes. One of my favourite 
Saturday trips was a visit to Al’s shop and parting yard....

During his career, Al was best known for a much-loved, much modified, 
somewhat battered Morris Minor that, towards the end of its life, was 
indecently fast. Only Al knew why it was that fast - and it turned out to 
be too fast. Somewhere in the vicinity of Corner Six the car barrel-rolled 
into the woods. Soon after they’d hauled the crumpled car and its driver 
back to the paddock, Al came charging up to me, red in the face, glasses 
somewhat askew, waving his racing seat! He wanted to show me how the 
seat had torn loose from the floor - leaving the driver to bounce around 
in the belts while the car completed its aerial display.

Al Souter added colour to an already colourful sport. Although renowned 
for his exploits, he was also a serious ambassador for motorsport and a 
constant contributor to its development. Al was everywhere - joining 
Gary Magwood in his on-going quest to educate the nation’s drivers, 
subbing for an ailing marshal, instructing beginning race drivers, 
coaching some of Canada’s top professionals.

Cam McRae remembers Al Souter...



The car on the right, above, is the infamous DKW-engined Canada 
Class race car which Al Souter, in a Colin Chapmanesque search for 
lightness, covered with a paper mache body! Of course it rained at 
Green Acres that weekend and…well, need I go on? The story is that 
the soggy “body work”  was lying on the straight, and a racer from the 
U.S. came in, claiming that there was an alligator out on the track...
(I should state that Colin Gibson says this story is a fable....”No it did 
not shed in the rain. Once painted it’s like fiberglass only heavier!”)

Bob Harrington recalls the following; “We were on a rally, “Trail of 
the Conestoga” I think, Al and Colin Gibson were in one of the early 
Minis without the recirculating heater. These Minis were notorious for 
the windows fogging up, so Al and Colin had this anti-fog spray they 
kept putting on the inside of the windshield.   It turned out the 
propellant was alcohol, so at one of 
the checkpoints they got out of the 
car, and promptly fell down from 
breathing all the fumes!” 

“Al sent in a cheque one year to 
renew his racing license.  It was a 
requirement back then that cheques 
must be certified.  Al’s wasn’t, so 
Muriel Knap, the region secretary at 
the time sent it back.   Al wrote 
across the cheque “I certify this is a 
good cheque”.   Muriel accepted it!” 

Al Souter, the legend continues.....



Al’s good friend Wayne Jefferey relates that ”Al believed the car 
dealers made a ton of money so he took on the Renault franchise 
and added it to his used parts business. Al ran a fairly neat 
operation and used signs to ID locations for different types of parts. 
The Souter’s living accommodations were simply accessed through a 
normal door from the parts dept. Shortly after Charles de Gaulle 
muttered, “Vive la Quebec libre!” Al, in his quest to run a bilingual 
business, added one more sign. A huge professionally prepared sign 
was attached to the entrance door to their residence:

    “NE TRACKE PAS L'OIL DU MOTOR ON THE GODDAMN RUG”

Souter's Sport 
Car parts was 
probably the first 
bilingual 
company in 
Canada.” 

A Mosport Ritual  

“On several 
occasions we 
“Buried the 
Captain”----
Captain 
Morgan, that is! 
Must admit that 
I do not recall  
if it was Saturday 
night after the race or Sunday before we headed home. Al would lead a 
procession through the pits, carrying a purple velvet cushion with the 
empty bottle on it to a hole in the ground where we "Buried the Captain". 
Seem to recall that John Cordts was involved  from time to time. 
I sure miss the old guy.” 
Wayne Jefferey.

A Sign of the Times....



Al Souter by Colin Gibson

My first car was a 1960 Mini and as I lived about 10 miles from 
Souter's Sports Car Parts, it didn't take long before I met Alastair; 
Mini's and teenaged drivers constantly needed parts!
Al became my friend and mentor in my late teens and twenties and I 
worked for Souter's Sports Cars in the late 60s and 70s.
Al was a large man: physically and in his enjoyment of life.  Racing 
was a passion and it seemed the smaller the car the better.  He raced 
a Mini for a while before the Sprite's (at least 3). Al had many 
sayings and truisms, most of which were unprintable or I have 
forgotten. Two stick with me though, and mean a lot to me.  “If it 
don't look right, it ain't right” and “Beware my son, of ‘good enough’”.

“There was a 
rumour that 
Souter smoked 
while racing, as 
he was seldom 
without a 
Players in his 
hand.  I can't 
comment on 
the shorter 
races, as I 
usually had to 
run the 
business while 
Al was racing; 
we were open     
7 days a week. 

I know for a fact 
that in long events – Tourist Trophy Races or 25 lap features, that he 
would “light up” on the back straight at Mosport.  I designed, built 
and installed in the door pocket of the Mini a device that would 
dispense a lit cigarette when needed.  So I know that “rumour” is 
true, but we never installed the rye and ginger dispenser!”

 Al, his “smokin” Mini and wife Monta



“Al was never happier than 
when there was a project 
or scheme underway.” 
says Colin. “The business 
acquired a wrecked 
(severely shortened) 
Lotus Super Seven in late 
1968.  We put the car in 
the centre of the shop 
“For Sale”.  I recall 
someone came in and 
offered a ridiculous price.  
Al laughed and said that 
it was going to be a rally 
car, so no sale.  After the 
guy left he said we'd 
better get busy as the 
Winter Rally was only a 
few months away, and a 
scheme was born!  It 
became a bit of a 
joke...until we showed 
up at the start in our 
topless Lotus!”
“Al never put a wheel wrong as the driver, but I managed to get us “off 
course” once as navigator.  During this excursion we ran out of gas.  
Since we were “lost,” our support crew, Doug Durrell and Doug 
McArthur, couldn’t find us.  It was cold so we started gathering wood 
and fence posts to light a fire, and switch to “Plan B”.  Then we heard a 
car coming, it turned out to be Don Yenko, driving a “Stinger”, also off 
course, and towing a disabled 510 Datsun! They gave us five gallons of 
their spare gas, directed us back on course and we were away.
Word of this small open car with a large driver went on ahead of 
us. When we arrived in Ottawa for the overnight stop quite a 
crowd had gathered. As we drove down into the Parc Fermé all
kinds of people were cheering.  Al said we must be behind some 
famous driver just around the ramp in front of us......” CONTINUED...

Our Winter Rally...in a Lotus Seven!



“...when we stopped 
and found out they were 
cheering for us, Al was 
stunned, absolutely 
speechless, the one and 
only time I ever saw 
him this way!   The car 
ran flawlessly and after 
the overnight stop we 
“zeroed” many sections 
even though we had to 
spend extra time at 
many checkpoints, 
chatting with the crews 
and reporters.  At one 
stop a guy dressed in a 
tux as a waiter (Colin 
King, I think) presented 
us with a tray of 
cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres (non-alcoholic 
of course).  Some time 
was lost!”

(In the photo above I am driving the Lotus. I can’t remember where 
we were at this point, but we only swapped as driver/navigator once, 
as neither of us was happy with the other guys efforts! Colin.)

                   CAR PARTS SERVICE
We specialize in used parts for European cars . . . Now dealers for Lotus (the 
prestige sports cars) and Renault (the Canadian built economy with comfort 

sedans). Service, accessories and speed equipment, too. Conveniently located on 
Hwy. 6, 10 miles South of Hwy. 401, 20 minutes from Milton.

            (416 ) 689-6453 after 10 a.m. 

SOUTER’S SPORTS CARS & PARTS LTD.                  
“Performance Is Our Product” 

The Winter Rally...in a Lotus Seven! 



The Lotus Seven at the start of the 1969 Canadian Winter Rally, from 
the left: Colin Gibson, Reg Forth, Doug Durrell, Doug McArthur and Al 
Souter. “Doug McArthur and I covered the route as a support crew and 
met Al and Colin wherever we could to check the car over and give 
them someplace to get warm!” Doug Durrell.

Left: In a Lotus Seven or 
a dune buggy, the 
Canadian Winter Rally 
presented its chilly 
challenges. You can see 
why Al and Colin Gibson 
needed to be given 
“someplace to get 
warm”! 



 

 

“After the Lotus Seven escapade Al and I did the Winter Rally “topless” 
again, in a Volkswagen Dune Buggy.  Now we didn't build this car and 
had very little time to test before the rally.  Once underway we found 
the speedo had a fluctuating 15 to 20% error due to very soft oversize 
bias ply tires with studs.  It also had electrical problems and the 
spotlights often didn't work.  At one point in the middle of the night on 
a fast twisty section the throttle stuck wide open and Al drove by 
shutting off the key to keep speed under control.  Unfortunately when 
the key went off so did the lights!  Exciting to say the least!  We 
“zeroed” that section, found and fixed the problem at the checkpoint 
then “zeroed” the next.  One hell of a driver! Leave it at that…“Al 
Souter, my friend, mentor and one hell of a driver”. Colin Gibson.

The Winter Rally, in a Dune Buggy!



    John Coey’s Downtown “Barn Find” 

I don’t suppose that there’s any reason that “barn finds” have to be 
discovered behind an old farmhouse. You know, an elderly woman...  
trying to get rid of some “foreign car that her ex-husband kept for 
years….” I’m sure it happens, but not to John Cooey. Here’s his story....

“Some time ago I was fortunate enough to stumble upon a Kijiji ad that 
stated “Porsche Race Car For Sale”. Hmm….I was intrigued and decided 
to follow it up. I made the appointment and found the car hiding in a 
downtown Toronto underground parking lot, where it had been sitting
under a cover for five years. It was tucked away in a corner of the 
parking area and not easy to locate. It looked pretty unassuming, under 
an old ratty car cover. But once that was pulled off, well, I couldn’t 
believe my eyes!!! The car was extremely clean throughout, other than 
a few cobwebs, naturally. In fact it looked as if it had just rolled off the 
dealer floor, other than the modifications for racing. I made a deal on 
the spot and hurried off to the bank, as I obviously don’t carry that 
much cash on 
me! Then I got 
things under 
way to move 
the car out 
from the 
labyrinth it 
was stored in, 
two levels 
down, in a 
parking 
garage 
somewhere 
near the base 
of the 
Skydome....



Since the car had not been run in 
some time I had to tow it up the 
numerous ramps. So I fetched my 
trusty Durango and a few straps 
and went to work. I was a little 
worried about the brakes, in case 
the straps gave out on the ramps, 
so my son followed close behind 
with wheel chocks in hand. With 
the help of my son and my father 
we made quick work of it and the 
car finally saw the light of day 
again!

I only know a limited amount 
about the car as I dealt mostly 
with the owner’s personal   

assistant. So information was 
scarce but I did obtain two CASC log books as well as a 
modifications and parts list. I since found out the car was originally 
purchased in Germany and lived a fast life, going from there to 
Monaco, then on to Italy. When it arrived in Canada it was fitted with 
an RSR bodywork and a real 2.7 RS engine. The owners in Canada 
let the car sit in the corner of the shop for many years. I believe in 
the late 80’s they sold off the engine and bodywork and made it 
close to what it is now.

Later I was put in contact with Brent Hunter of Hunter Motorsports. 
It turns out Brent built the car into what it is today, back in the early 
90's, so he knows the car inside and out. I think he raced the car 



along with Dave 
Margolese of 
EuroTune. He and 
Paul Roberts are 
listed on the log 
books. 

Brent knew a lot 
about the history of 
the car. In Canada it 

raced CASC in, I believe, the Ontario Challenge Cup, not sure what 
the exact name of the series was.  I think this was a under card 
event to the Canadian challenge series, estimating here but 
1995-2000 range. From 2000-2005 it raced in various vintage series 
in the northeast.  That’s all I have in the logbook. It really was the 
modern day barn find!

As for my racing I got my start like most, doing DE's then I went on 
to CASC Time Attack and from there I needed to race door to door. I 
attended a couple of race schools and so on and I now race with 
VARAC, CASC, PCA and VRG. I will also race with SVRA next season.  
Next season I plan on bringing out my 1976 911S converted into a 
RSR. I say plan as I hope work does not get in the way of me 
completing this car over the winter!”       John Cooey. 



                       The Condo-Find Daytona
This car has been hidden in plain sight for the last 25 years, in a 
parking garage in downtown Toronto, up on blocks and under a cover, 
with -35 antifreeze in its radiator. RM Auctions offers it at Amelia 
Island for its first and only owner, Patrick Sinn of Toronto. In 1971 
Sinn went to the Geneva International Motor Show, “I set my eyes on 
the Daytona, and I fell in love with it. I sat in the car, walked around 
it a million times, and said to myself, “I want to buy one.” So, instead 
of flying home from Geneva to Toronto, I cancelled my flight and 
bought a ticket to Milan.” There Sinn ordered the car and left Ferrari 
with a deposit.

In July of 1971, they told Sinn that the car was ready, so he flew over 
to Milan and took possession of the new Daytona. After a month of 
driving Sinn drove it south to Marseilles, to catch the QE 2, sailing 
from Marseilles to New York, so that when he got off in New York, he 
could drive it home to Toronto. In 1989, Sinn’s dad passed away, and 
he had to rush to Hong Kong to take over his shipping business. 
Because he had to leave in a hurry, he just put the car up on blocks, 
covered it, and left, thinking, “I’ll be back in a few months.” But he 
ended up staying in Hong Kong for the next six years. When he finally 
got back to Toronto he was very involved in real estate and very busy. 
As he already had a Mercedes-Benz 280 SL and a Ford to drive, Sinn 
“Didn’t need to drive the Ferrari. After a while, I found RM online and 
saw that they are the biggest auction house worldwide for antique 
Ferraris. So I eventually said to myself, “Well, let me give them a call 
and see what happens…”



“O ye’ll tak’ the high road and 
I’ll tak’ the low road and I’ll 
be in Scotland afore ye...”.
Even as a wee yin Johnny 
Greenwood thought that 
every day was “A greet dee 
fer motorrracing...”

This car was “discovered outside Mosport about seven years 
ago.” It is said to be “an 
aluminum race car from the 
early 50's. The car has many 
styling features from the early 
Jaguar C & D, Aston Martin, 
Ferrari and others.  The car 
appears to be factory built with 
evidence of pressed inner & 
outer panels. It may have been 
a custom built race car, factory 
prototype or special.” Does 
anyone recognize it?    



   Don’t you wish you could do race car purchases retroactively? 
Jack Boxstrom ran this ad in November 1980.....

SALE OF RACE AND COLLECTORS CARS
1981 Shannonville Motorsport Park building projects dictate the sale of 
approximately one half of my personal car collection.

1952 DKW MONZA COUPE. Ex Craig Fisher, Harewood racer. A very attractive 
fiberglass coupe with front drive DKW powertrain. Complete and in excellent 
shape with lots of extra NOS. parts. Disassembled - a perfect vintage racer 
winter project. $2900.

1959 SADLER FORMULA JUNIOR. No power train - best described as 
"tatty" Western car. $2900.

1950 ALLARD K2. Two seater sports. BRG with red interior. A hairy and 
handsome alloy body sports car with correct Mercury flathead V2 fitted with 
Edelbrock speed parts. $7900.

1961 LOTUS ELITE SERIES 2. A climax engine, ZF gearbox. E£ Bunny Austin 
racer but suitable for street use. Low miles but needs some TLC. (Stored for 10 
years) $7900.

1963 COOPER-FORD "KING COBRA" HISTORIC SPORTS RACER. Immaculate ex 
Shelby. Unused roller with McKee G/Box. Similar to Wietzes/Heimrath Comstock 
team cars of '63 - ’64. Chassis #3* Requires 289 and alloy body to complete. 
Worth approx $40K in California, finished. I’m asking $8000.

1966 LOTUS 47 GT. Very rare GT Coupe. (Looks like large Europa)
Ford power, FT 200, enormous brakes. This 1200LB. rocket is virtually a Formula 
Atlantic car with 2 seater body work! Would make a startling but easy road car 
conversion, capable of leaving PORSCHE TURBO drivers fumbling for their boost 
screws. At 1/2 the price! $9000 with pushrod 1300, $10,000 with twin cam, 
$13,000 with BDA.

1974 (?) LOTUS 69 FORMULA FORD. Ex Stewart, Heimrath, in good 
original condition. $4500.

1957 LOTUS .II LE MANS SERIES 2. Ex Baker car. Belongs to a friend. 
Enquire at $12,000. 

 SADLER MK V SPORTS RACING - WORLD’S FIRST CAN-AM CAR! The 
only remaining example of the two Comstock cars commissioned in 
1960 for the ‘6l season. Driven by Sadler, Shaw and Clark. This rare 
piece of racing history was recently discovered in a Toronto west end 
garage. Requires re-bodying and extensive restoration. $15,000.



                             Leftover Atlantic Bits!

I'm finally finishing the 
resto on my Can-Am car, 
so I've got a bunch of 
stuff that I've been 
saving that I now don't 
need. Call me if you see 
something you like, will 
sell as package, 
everything for $3500. 
Tub panels (new) fit later 
flat bottom March cars, 
side pod moulds 
(75-77B) nose & tail 
(73B) are new (used 
once). I have more 
images.
77B
original fuel cells, fire 
system, new side pod moulds, complete set new replacement tub panels, 
bottom rear suspension magnesium pickup plate
original mag secondary bulkheads, left side FT side plate, 2.25” FT/BD 
adaptor. 
73B
new nose mould (does 74B also) new engine cover mould 
Misc BD
Used set Mahle pistons std. cam pulleys, int & ex valves some new
water pump/pulley, Weber bits, AN fittings, hose, ends, etc.... 
Call me to with interest/questions 519-986-1323 Thanks, Seann Burgess.



Husband goes to police station to report his missing wife:

Husband : My wife’s missing, she went shopping yesterday, never 
came home.
Sergeant : What is her height ?
Husband : Oh, about five something . . . 
Sergeant :  Build?
Husband : Not slim, not really fat.
Sergeant : Color of eyes?
Husband : Um, not sure. 
Sergeant : Color of hair?
Husband : Well, it kind of changes according to the season.
Sergeant : What was she wearing?
Husband : Er, dress, suit,maybe blue jeans, don’t remember exactly…
Sergeant : Did she go in a car?
Husband : Yes.
Sergeant : What kind of car was it?
Husband :  It’s a 2014 Porsche Cayman, black on black, 6-speed  
manual, F6 engine, Premium Package, leather seats….oh dear…(At this 
point the husband starts to tear up…)
Sergeant : Don't worry sir.......we’ll find your car.

Open Trailer Needed  I am looking for a tandem axle open car 
trailer. Please contact with any leads. Thanks, Stephen Burnett. 
612 544 7857

Wanted: Canada Track & Traffic: Issues Feb 1966, Jan 1969 
and April 1970. Call David Shannon at:613 549 1516 daytime.

I	  am	  offering	  for	  sale	  the	  
following;	  	  
New	  Dave	  Hedley	  cylinder	  
head	  with	  valves	  marked	  .
030.	  Weber	  carbureAor	  with	  
manifold.	  Exhaust	  header
	  
Price	  $2000.00	  for	  the	  lot.
	  
Ed	  Delong	  cell	  905-‐516-‐6353

.


