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CORRECTION>>>JOE BLOE

Happy New Year!
From Frank and Connie Mount

From Nigel Shiftright



Andrew Atkins G70+ Dave Good V/H Director.

Ivan Samila, Membership Director. Ted Michalos, Vice President, 
Chair of Conduct Committee.

Happy Holidays from the VARAC 

board and your new directors.....



 The VARAC Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday, November 
15th at the Sheraton Parkway Toronto North Hotel. After the new Board 
of Directors was appointed and business was concluded it was time for 
the fun stuff; championship awards, hors d'oeuvres, a cocktail or two, 
and more. The championship this year was well contested in all 
categories of Vintage/Historic and Group 70.  Winners in the individual 
categories were as follows: In FCI: Peter Viccary, in V/H-1: Andre 
Gagne, in V/H-2: Ivan Samila, in V/H-3: Gavin Ivory, in V/H-4: David 
Holmes, in G70-H: Tim Sanderson, in G70-E: Dave Margolese, in G70-F: 
Mike Steplock, in G70-G: Emily Atkins.  

The 2014 Festival Champion was Gary Allen in his MGB. The Vintage/
Historic overall champion was Andre Gagne, Lotus 23. The G70 overall 
champion was Dave Margolese in his Porsche 914.   Overall Club 
Champion was Andre Gagne, Lotus 23.  

The James Fergusson Challenge Trophy is voted on by the Board of 
Directors and is awarded to a “VARAC member, who, in the opinion of its 
Directors, has made an outstanding contribution to vintage racing in 
Canada according to the aims expressed in the VARAC charter.”  This 
year it was awarded to Jeremy Sale.

The McGregor Award, given annually to the member who in the opinion 
of the racing members of VARAC “Best Exemplifies the Spirit of Vintage 
Racing” was awarded to Bob DeShane. Bob has been in the all-important 
lead role over a number 
of years as the director 
of the Canadian 
Historic Grand Prix, the 
biggest vintage race 
event held each year in 
Canada. It is an event 
that attracts hundreds 
of vintage race cars to 
Mosport every year. 
Bob will be stepping 
down as CHGP director 
after the 2015 event. 
We have a story and 
thank you to Bob in 
this issue. 



G 70 Champion: Dave Margolese, Porsche 914

Festival Champion Gary Allen, MGB. 

V/H and Overall Club Champion, Andre Gagne, Lotus 23.  

Photos by Richard Coburn



BOB	  DESHANE,	  CHGP	  DIRECTOR	  IS	  STEPPING	  DOWN

“As	  of	  the	  comple.on	  of	  
the	  2015	  CHGP,	  I	  will	  be	  
handing	  off	  the	  Organizer’s	  
job	  to	  a	  new	  leader.	  	  I	  
made	  this	  decision	  prior	  to	  
the	  2014	  event	  because	  I	  
have	  a	  lot	  of	  things	  leJ	  to	  
accomplish	  and	  the	  CHGP	  
is	  holding	  me	  back	  in	  some	  
ways,	  as	  much	  as	  I	  love	  it.

So,	  this	  year	  is	  a	  transi.on	  
year	  and	  one	  in	  which	  I	  
and	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
hope	  to	  find	  the	  right	  
person,	  the	  right	  team	  to	  
con.nue	  to	  build	  Canada’s	  
premier	  Vintage	  and	  Historic	  Racing	  Event.	  	  Your	  Pit	  Signals	  editor	  asked	  Bob	  
DeShane	  to	  look	  back	  over	  the	  years:

	
 My	  vision	  is	  always	  forward,	  so	  the	  accuracy	  of	  the	  dates	  herein	  may	  not	  be	  that	  
great!	  I	  joined	  VARAC	  in	  the	  mid-‐‘80s	  aJer	  being	  a	  big	  fan	  for	  years

	
 I	  loved	  the	  VARAC	  Fes.val	  at	  Shannonville,	  but	  thought	  that	  it	  could	  be	  bigger	  
and	  be\er.	  President,	  Jeff	  Bateman	  and	  the	  BOD	  at	  the	  .me	  heard	  my	  proposal	  
to	  take	  it	  to	  Mosport	  and	  build	  it	  into	  a	  premier	  North	  American	  Vintage	  racing	  
event	  and	  they	  trusted	  me	  to	  do	  it.	  I	  was	  given	  the	  green	  light	  and	  was	  able	  to	  
nego.ate	  a	  weekend	  at	  Canada’s	  former	  Grand	  Prix	  circuit.	  	
As	  part	  of	  the	  deal	  
with	  Mosport,	  I	  was	  able	  to	  nego.ate	  a	  por.on	  of	  the	  gate,	  something	  not	  
achieved	  by	  any	  other	  club	  then	  or	  now	  to	  my	  knowledge.	  We	  lost	  a	  substan.al	  
amount	  of	  money	  on	  that	  first	  year,	  which	  I	  deeply	  regre\ed,	  but	  on	  the	  plus	  
side,	  members	  were	  happy	  to	  be	  on	  the	  big	  track	  and	  willing	  to	  let	  me	  have	  
another	  swing	  at	  it.	  There	  was	  no	  “How	  to	  Manual”,	  so	  I	  wrote	  one.	  Over	  the	  
following	  years	  of	  my	  involvement,	  we	  saw	  an	  increase	  in	  entries	  from	  both	  the	  
Canada	  and	  the	  US	  and	  we	  made	  a	  small	  profit.	  I	  then	  handed	  the	  organizing	  off	  
to	  someone	  else	  at	  that	  point,	  but	  was	  involved	  at	  advising	  and	  helping.	  

	
 A	  few	  years	  later,	  I	  jumped	  back	  in	  and	  this	  .me,	  started	  to	  ramp	  up	  media	  
coverage	  in	  order	  to	  generate	  more	  spectator	  interest	  and	  con.nued	  on	  for	  
another	  period	  of	  a	  few	  years.	  “



	  	  	  	  	  “On	  stepping	  back	  out,	  I	  handed	  things	  off	  to	  Ron	  Wanless	  and	  Ron	  did	  a	  
remarkable	  job,	  followed	  a	  few	  years	  later	  by	  John	  Greenwood	  and	  then	  Walter	  
Davies,	  both	  of	  whom	  also	  elevated	  the	  event. During	  this	  .me,	  I	  was	  always	  
involved	  at	  some	  level. I	  think	  that	  it	  was	  2011	  that	  the	  BOD	  renamed	  the	  Fes.val	  
to	  The	  Canadian	  Historic	  Grand	  Prix,	  which	  reflected	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  event,	  its	  
nature	  –	  involving	  Vintage	  and	  Historic	  racing,	  including	  G70+	  and	  it’s	  Grand	  Prix	  
Circuit	  venue.	  2012	  saw	  me	  back	  as	  Organizer	  and	  with	  the	  support	  of	  the	  BOD,	  
we	  strove	  to	  con.nue	  to	  provide	  lots	  of	  seat	  .me	  at	  reasonable	  cost	  and	  we	  
con.nued	  to	  add	  items	  of	  interest	  for	  fans	  and	  non-‐racers.

Some	  of	  the	  enhancements	  to	  the	  event	  that	  I	  am	  very	  proud	  of:	  Introducing	  the	  
Tent,	  which	  has	  become	  the	  focus	  of	  all	  off-‐track	  ac.vi.es	  including	  Canada’s	  
largest	  Race	  Banquet.	  Reviving	  the	  very	  early	  Fes.val	  prac.ce	  of	  presen.ng	  an	  
Event	  Grand	  Marshal.	  The	  Fes.val	  of	  Dreams	  Car	  Show.	  The	  Checkered	  Flag	  
Cruise.	  The	  Racers’	  Reunion	  and	  Meet	  the	  Press	  and	  Fans	  Session	  featuring	  
Canada’s	  great	  racers.	  Expanding	  Communica.ons	  via	  Press	  Releases,	  Adver.sing,	  
Social	  Media	  presence.	  The	  CHGP	  Logo.	  The	  event-‐specific	  CHGP	  website.	  Most	  
recently,	  working	  with	  the	  Bowmanville	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  –	  Downtown	  BIA	  
to	  create	  the	  “Canadian	  Historic	  Grand	  Prix	  Tribute”.

As	  I	  prepare	  for	  my	  last	  year	  as	  Organizer,	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  the	  BOD	  to	  
bring	  others	  along	  who	  will	  con.nue	  to	  build	  on	  a	  truly	  fantas.c	  event	  that	  a\racts	  
entrants	  and	  fans	  alike	  from	  all	  over	  the	  con.nent.I	  have	  the	  greatest	  respect	  for	  all	  
of	  our	  VARAC	  “Fes.val”	  organizers,	  Board	  Directors,	  VARAC	  members,	  guest	  racers,	  
the	  volunteers	  and	  race	  support	  organiza.ons,	  Myles	  Brandt	  and	  the	  Mosport/CTMP	  
staff,	  members	  of	  the	  media	  and	  the	  wonderful	  heroes	  of	  Canadian	  Racing	  who	  I	  
have	  come	  to	  count	  as	  friends,	  as	  well	  as	  friends	  of	  VARAC.	  	  All	  of	  you	  have	  made	  my	  
experience	  a	  very	  rewarding	  and	  enjoyable	  one.	  As	  far	  as	  my	  future	  endeavours	  go,	  I	  
have	  lots	  to	  keep	  me	  busy	  as	  I	  con.nue	  with	  my	  Li\le	  Britain	  Motor	  Company	  and	  all	  
of	  its	  customers	  and	  ventures	  –	  Brits	  on	  the	  Lake,	  Joe	  Troise	  &	  Nigel	  ShiJright,	  
MOWOG	  University	  and	  more	  to	  
come.	  	  Of	  course	  there	  is	  also	  
suppor.ng	  my	  son	  Craig	  in	  his	  racing	  
endeavours	  with	  VARAC	  and	  maybe	  
someday,	  Craig’s	  boys	  Colin	  and	  
Carson	  will	  become	  VARAC	  drivers	  as	  
well.	  	  I	  will	  always	  enjoy	  being	  part	  of	  
the	  very	  best	  Vintage	  Racing	  Club	  
and	  all	  of	  my	  friends	  and	  fellow	  
members.”	  	  	  	  	  Bob	  DeShane.
	  





MG devotee and ex-VARAC 
racer Bob Grunau sent 
this photo along and says 
“I have essentially 
completed the restoration 
of my 1935 MG KN 4 door 
pillarless saloon. The photo 
was taken in front of the 
famous Smalley’s Garage 
at Watkins Glen. It was 
voted best 6 cylinder MMM 
car at the Watkins Glen 
North American Midget-
Magna-Magnette meet. 
MMM’s were a series of MG 
cars produced between 1929 and 1936, all using an engine with 
SOHC , cross flow heads and driven by a front mounted vertical drive 
generator which drove the camshaft through sets of bevel gears.” 

Bob Grunau also sent a few photos from yesteryear. Below, Phil 
Lamont demonstrates major toe-in to drum up extra tyre sales. 



At right, Dick Baker.

Below, Ollie Clubine’s                 
MG engined Lotus 6.

 At right of photo:
 Roger Fountain. 



         May 28, 1960, Harewood, the Carling 300. 
On the starting grid Roger Penske, left, and Peter Ryan, 
right, exchange glances. Between is Olivier Gendebien. 

After driving his first sports car in the spring of 1960 Murray Wivell 
knew he had to have one: question was, would it be a TR, MG or 
Healey? Until, that is, he attended his first sports car race at Harewood 
Acres, near Jarvis, Ont., and the sight and sound of cars he couldn’t 
put a name to forever altered his thinking. “I saw these four or five 
small silver cars blasting past everything else and never stopping to pit 
like all the others,” he relates. “I approached an older English fellow in 
Bermuda shorts, sitting on the hood of his Morris Oxford smoking a 
pipe, and asked him what they were. “’They’re Porsches, mate”, the 
elder enthusiast told the teenager. “Wow, I thought, and I never 
stopped thinking about that day.”

Peter Ryan, only 20, 
was Canada’s first 
real prospect for 
Formula One; 
Penske, 23, was 
rising like a comet 
in American ranks 
with no clue he’d 
ever become an 
industrial giant. 

                Many thanks for this story to Dan Proudfoot. 



That fall Murray Wivell returned to Harewood to see Peter Ryan and Roger 
Penske win the Sundown Grand Prix, a six-hour race into darkness, in 
Porsche’s fastest race car of the time, the 718-RS 60, with Ryan a minute 
ahead of Ludwig Heimrath and Francis Bradley in a second RS 60. Wivell 
stood beside Ryan’s RS 60 as he and Penske took the chequered flag. 
Now Wivell owns the car. Ryan died after a crash in France in 1962, 
Penske quit driving in 1965 and became a preeminent team owner with 
15 wins at the Indianapolis 500, but the car they shared 54 years ago is 
frozen in time. Porsche only made 15 RS 60’s, two of which were 
delivered to Canada. They are prized by Porsche collectors. 

We’re in its presence in the large garage back of his country home in 
southwestern Ontario. It looks as new. When he’s asked how often it 
comes to life, the car is started and we’re almost immediately inhaling 
rich exhaust fumes, our ears fluttering in sonic waves I imagine 
emanating from a collection of Swiss watches within a very deep steel 
canister amped beyond belief.   

Explaining how he came to acquire the Ryan RS60 Wivell relates that he 
had owned two Porsche 356’s (predecessor to the 911) prior to beginning 
his vintage race car collecting, remembering the latter cabriolet as “a 
wistfully sweet car” he drove for three summers. He founded a classified 
ad magazine that eventually prospered, to the point in 1985 he bought a 
Porsche 550 – Porsche’s prime race car prior to the R S60. When a few 
months later he heard the Heimrath RS 60 was on offer by a collector in 
Michigan, he promptly sold the 550, only to be beaten to the Heimrath 
car by Brumos, the fabled Porsche dealership in Jacksonville, FL.





His continuing search for an RS 60 saw him calling contacts around the 
continent even as he went vintage racing with a Brabham Formula F1/
F2 car driven by VARAC’s Walt McKay.  But one lead from a mechanic 
informed him about a possibility. 

“I checked with Jurgen Barth at the factory and found that it was Peter 
Ryan’s car, which really perked me up and I was obviously thrilled when 
I eventually acquired the car as its ninth owner in January, 2000.  The 
fourth owner, Herb Wetanson, had crashed at Marlboro, a now defunct 
circuit in Maryland, in 1963, bending the tubular frame, but every detail 
was made perfect in the ground-up restoration Wivell completed in 
2003 involving a handful of Ontario specialists.

On a fine dry day 
Dylan Wivell, Murray’s 
son, has been known 
to drive the RS 60 
around neighboring 
country roads long 
enough to bring the 
lusty 4-cam motor up 
to temp and quicken 
the pulse of those who 
remember the sights 
and sounds of airport 
racing circuits in the 
era before Mosport.

Best example, Ross de St. Croix, a member of the Canadian 
Motorsports Hall of Fame, knew what he heard speed past his house - 
and brought out the chequered flag he’d saved from his winning the 
1967 Canadian championship to wave as Dylan made a second pass. 
Thus acquainted, St. Croix and Wivell later learned they’d both grown 
up on the same street in the Verdun area of Montreal, and fallen for 
road racing as it blossomed on airport circuits.  Minimalist car, maximal 
memories.

 
Our thanks to Dan Proudfoot for the story and to Murray Wivell, Ron 
Kielbiski and the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame for the photographs.



    Les Leston’s Lotus Elite-“Dadio”
One of the most famous Lotus Elites ever created will take part in 
the Goodwood 73rd Members’ Meeting on March 21-22 next year 
in a race paying tribute to the man who made the car a star of 
British motor racing: Alfred Lazarus Fingleston, AKA Les Leston.

The Series II Elite, known simply as ‘DADIO’, because of its 
registration number – ‘DAD 10’ – will be raced by its owner Robin 
Longdon in the Les Leston Cup for British sports and GT cars of 
1960-66. Leston, a renowned driver in the 1950s and ’60s, retired 
to set up an aftermarket empire producing accessories and safety 
equipment that were hugely popular with competitors in period. 
Leston won 154 races during his career as well as the 1954 British 
Formula 3 title, but carved a career out of his other passion, jazz 
music, earning the nickname ‘Daddio’ on the scene while 
drumming with band The Clay Pigeons, the band led by Belgian 
trumpeter and racing driver Johnny Claes, and in 1940 he was 
billed as “Britain’s best jive drummer”. His showbusiness career 
was cut short by the war, when he served as a mid-turret gunner 
in Lancasters and rose to the rank of sergeant. He flew in the so-
called “Thousand Bomber raids” over Germany in the summer of 
1942; owing to illness, he missed one raid during which the entire 
crew was lost.



After buying the Elite and fitting it 
with the resultant ‘DAD 10’ 
number plate, Leston waged 
some legendary battles with the 
similar ‘LOV 1’ car, driven by 
Graham Warner of rival squad 
Chequered Flag Racing, and was 
rewarded with the 1961 British 
Sports Car title after a campaign 
that featured several class wins 
at Goodwood.

He sold the car less than a year 
later, and retired from racing to 
focus instead on his business 
interests, which included 
pioneering flameproof overalls 
and helmets. 

The car, easily recognizable among Elites due to its distinctive front and 
rear bodywork alterations, was lost for over a decade, but was found by 
Elite enthusiast Malcolm Ricketts in a damaged state in a field next to a 
repair shop in 1978.  A six-year restoration project, involving Ricketts, 
Tony Bates and Longdon, ensued, and the car has since become a 
regular, and popular, competitor on the historic racing scene.

One of the true characters of British motor racing in the pioneering 
decades of the 1950s and 1960s, Leston was crowned British Formula 
Three champion in 1954, drove in three Formula One Grand Prix and 
was a regular victor in various track classes, winning more than 160 
races in all formulas. Leston’s products offered protection to drivers who 
were previously vulnerable to fire. He experimented by treating overalls 
with the substance used to make West End theatre curtains fire-
retardant and then promoted new materials, Protex and Nomex.

Operating from a shop on High Holborn in London , Leston counted 
many of the greats of the sport among his customers, among them 
Jackie Stewart, Juan Manuel Fangio and Mike Hawthorn. Leston died in 
2012. 



Van Worsdale 
Awarded Lifetime VARAC 
Membership.
 
Van reflects on his 35 years of racing, on  
VARAC and his roles with the club.

“VARAC was founded in 1976 by a group 
of enthusiastic owners of vintage racing 
and sports cars who were of the opinion 
that these cars were in their element on 
a road racing circuit, rather than stored 
away in museums and garages. I was not a 
founding member but became aware of VARAC the following year. 

As an ex-sports car racer 
who had raced at Harewood 
and Greenacres as a 
member of the North 
Toronto Motorsports Club 
from 1957 through 1960, I 
was intrigued. (My cars 
during this period were an 
MG TD Mk II and a special I 
built, using a Healey 100-4 
running gear and Devin 
fibreglass body.)

I attended a couple of 
events and became a 
VARAC member for the    

1978 season. First I needed a 
car, which turned out to be a road going MGA. By the time I 
completed the school and got the car track-ready, it was late 
September in 1978 and the last event of the season at 
Shannonville. It was a rainy, cold, muddy weekend, but I was 
hooked on vintage racing!” 

Van and Dave Turnbull, 
Photo by Bob Harrington.



“From the beginning my family was very supportive. My wife June 
was at every event as were our two young children. June enjoyed 
working with the other ladies of the club, organizing parties and 
AGM banquets. When a little older, daughter Melanie became my 
main pit crew and mechanic helper and continued in this capacity 
through the years.”

VARAC’s first vintage racing festival was held August 17-18, 1979 
at Shannonville Motorsport Park, which at that time was owned by 
well-known vintage/historic driver Jack Boxstrom. The event took 
place on the 1.1 mile six corner circuit, which was a challenging 
and fun track, well suited to the cars of the time, which included a 
good pre-war grid. I was pleased to assist with the organizing of 
this event. 

I soon became a member of the board of directors of VARAC, and 
when the board determined in 1981 it was wise to incorporate, 
Dick Baker, Oliver Clubine, Phil Lamont, John Winter and I signed 
the appropriate documents to establish the non-profit corporation  
“Vintage Automobile Racing Association of Canada”. I continued to 
be a board member pretty much every year from that time and 
held the positions of Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and a 
couple of years as President. I represented VARAC at C.A.S.C. 
meeting for a number of years and attended race organizing club 
committee meetings to ensure our views and positions were 
understood by other clubs in the region. 

I raced with VARAC every year from 1978 to 2013, a couple of 
years with the MGA, ten years with a Healey 3000 and the rest in 
my Lotus Seven. Events attended included Mosport, Shannonville, 
Mt-Tremblant, Waterford Hills, Bryar, New Hampshire, Watkins 
Glen, Lime Rock, the Pittsburgh G.P., Grattan, Michigan, Mid-Ohio, 
Grand Bahamas Speedweek in Freeport, and Savannah, Georgia. I 
never missed a VARAC Festival, and co-organized three of them. 

I have had a good 35-year run with VARAC and have become good 
friends with many members. VARAC has been a big piece of my life 
and brought me much enjoyment. Thank you to the board of 
directors for the honour of a lifetime membership and thank you to 
all the members of VARAC.”     Van Worsdale.



1984 Bahamas Vintage Speed Week...
 Van Worsdale remembers his

It all started at the 1984 VARAC Vintage Festival. Van Worsdale was 
delighted to win a free entry to the First Annual Vintage Speed Week in 
the Bahamas with his trusty “Old #150” Austin Healey 3000. Driving 
down to Miami, Van and June boarded the ship for Freeport. The track 
was “an interesting 1 1/2 miles with seven corners, including a 270 
degree roundabout! The pit straight was the main street of town, past 
the hotels, international bazaar, casino, etc. Most corners were 90 
degrees, (at intersections) with a couple of quick sections. Tough on 
brakes and not much room to pass, with rather daunting curbs in 
places.”
Van missed qualifying due to a clutch replacement and started in 18th 
place for the first race, managing to move up to 9th overall, second in 
class. Jack Boxstrom won his race in his Sadler. Other notable names 
included Tony Simms, Peter McGlone, and a few others like Peter 
Giddings, Bobby Rahal, (and father Michael,  driving a Bentley,) Don       



Orosco, Lou Sell, Augie 
Pabst, Toly Arutunoff, 
Brian Redman, you get 
the picture! Van says 
“There were 
approximately 160 race 
entries and Wednesday 
brought a series of 
non-points challenge 
races, such as Ferrari 
vs Porsche, Ford vs 

Chevy, etc. The only 
choice for me was to run in the British/American Challenge, Cobras, 
Supersports Vettes and everything British that is production based. We 
had fun, even if the competition just about blew my doors off!” 
“Friday and Saturday were packed solid with great racing. I was pleased 
to head my class in the Friday qualifying session and in the race I finished 
first in class and seventh overall. Saturday was pretty much a repeat 
performance. I must admit I got engrossed in just being there enjoying 
the sights and sounds, 
the people and the 
cars (everything from 
Cooper, Lotus, Talbot-
Lago, Jaguar, MG, 
Porsche, Elva, Osca, 
Lola, Scarab, Ferrari, 
well again, you get 
the picture!) It was a 
a big, fun filled 
exciting blur!”  
Van Worsdale.



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Regalia	  for	  2015
Boy	  oh	  boy,	  where	  does	  the	  <me	  go?	  2015	  is	  fast	  approaching,	  where	  did	  2014	  
go?	  As	  the	  new	  Director	  of	  Membership	  for	  VARAC	  I	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  Diane	  
Dale	  and	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  board	  of	  directors,	  and	  my	  wife	  Colleen	  for	  their	  support	  
and	  pa<ence.	  With	  the	  tasks	  of	  membership	  comes	  the	  role	  of	  regalia	  organizer.	  	  
For	  the	  moment	  we	  will	  con<nue	  to	  offer	  the	  same	  range	  Bob	  has	  offered	  over	  
the	  past	  years.	  We	  would	  also	  like	  to	  develop	  a	  few	  more	  VARAC	  products	  for	  the	  
2015	  season	  and	  in	  prepara<on	  for	  that	  will	  be	  sending	  out	  a	  survey	  to	  the	  
membership	  in	  January	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  determining	  our	  direc<on.	  One	  product	  
we	  are	  looking	  into	  is	  engraved	  glass	  beer	  mugs	  and	  coffee	  cups	  with	  the	  VARAC	  
logo	  on	  one	  half	  and	  car	  marques	  on	  the	  other.	  It	  may	  even	  be	  possible	  to	  custom	  
engrave	  a	  specific	  car	  or	  groups	  image	  on	  the	  glass.	  I	  was	  hoping	  to	  have	  posted	  
photos	  of	  test	  samples	  but	  due	  to	  the	  Christmas	  rush	  I	  could	  not	  get	  it	  done.
We	  look	  forward	  to	  your	  input	  in	  the	  upcoming	  survey.
                           Happy	  Holidays.	  Ivan	  and	  Colleen	  Samila



Goodwood is Mecca to the Vintage 
enthusiast.   I've had the privilege 
of attending most of North 
America's premier Vintage events at 
the most historic tracks.  Monterey, 
Watkins Glen, Road America, Lime 
Rock, Road Atlanta, Mosport all 
have great events, each notable in 
its own way, but Goodwood is in a 
league of its own.  Even the 
parking lots are special, with a lot 
reserved for 1966 and older cars.  
You could spend half a day just 
ogling the cars there.  Everything 
from common cars like MGs and Minis to Ferraris 
and Maserati's.  Cars raged in size from Austin "Nippys", which to 
North American eyes, looked like scale models, to Rolls Royce 
limousines, and in age from a Brass era car to early sixties.   

 Once you tear yourself away from the car park, you enter what is 
almost a small village, again all period correct, with vendors selling 
everything from food to vintage clothing, books, restoration services 
and clones of Vintage cars.  There is even a hair salon where milady 
can get her hair properly styled in the sixties fashion.  This is also 
where the amusements are with a Merry-go-round, Ferris Wheel, and a 
"Wall of Death" motorcycle show. 

 The period correct theme carries on to the paddock where, for 
central Paddock access, a jacket and tie is necessary for gentlemen, 
and a dress or suit for the ladies. Definitely no golf carts or other 
current vehicles to take away from the Vintage experience.  With 
Britain's involvement in WW2 there is a strong military presence with 
displays showing period military vehicles, actors in uniform and planes 
both static and flying.  There is an Earls Court Auto show, a building 
replicating the BMC competition department, complete with a Monte 

Bob Harrington at Goodwood...



Carlo Mini, the Monza pits with a wonderful array of Maserati 250Fs.  So 
much to see it is difficult to list it all.  Then, of course, are the cars. All 
grouped together by race group, each in its own covered stall.  A mouth 
watering collection including; Ferraris, "D" Jaguars, Formula 1 from 
different eras, Prewar, American V8s, Sports Racers, and the early 
unlimited prototypes that went on to be Can-Am cars.

I will say the racing is more intense than most that we see here in 
Canada and the United States with a wonderful assortment of cars.  To a 
great extent, the Goodwood experience is theatre, but it works.   If you 
plan on going, book early to ensure getting tickets. Every year the event 
is sold out with this year's attendance just over 148,000.  It's a great 
experience and should be on every enthusiast's bucket list.  Go!  You will 
never regret it. 

      (Many thanks to Bob Harrington for the story and photos)

The famous chicane is now made of styrofoam blocks, in deference to 
the multi million pound cars like the “Birdcage” Maserati above...



Bob Harrington at Goodwood...

Above: Imagine having a race JUST for D-Type Jaguars...
Below, Jackie Stewart leading a parade of cars he made famous... 



Above:The ex-Alfie Ruys de Perez Chinook, now owned by Ray Boissoneau. 
Below:The ex-Nat Adams Chinook, now owned and driven by Jay Esterer. 



“I say, is that Greenwood over there?”
“Yes, sir, I believe it is, sir.”
“Well, tell the man to get a bloody haircut...”

 1959 Aston Martin DBR 1

Bob Harrington at Goodwood...



Above, the only two flying Lancasters in the world over Goodwood. 
Canada’s 69-year-old Lancaster (below) returned to the Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum after flying across the Atlantic to England in 
early August. As part of its U.K. tour, the Canadian-made Lancaster  
joined the only other operational Lancaster there. The two bombers 
performed in numerous air shows.  7,377 Lancasters rolled off the 
production lines in Britain and Canada during WW II. Today, 17 
Lancasters survive around the world, only these are in flying condition.

Goodwood aerodrome was built during WWII by the R.A.F. as a relief 
circuit for nearby RAF Tangmere and was known as RAF Westhampnett. 
          (Many thanks to Bob Harrington for the story and photos)



  1977 Canadian Grand Prix at Mosport.      
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Story	  and	  Photos	  by	  Jeremy	  Sale.

For	  Canadian	  racing	  
fans	  gathered	  at	  
Mosport	  on	  October	  
9th,	  1977,	  there	  was	  
to	  be	  drama	  
aplenty.	  Number	  
one,	  and	  the	  big	  
focus	  for	  fans	  like	  
myself	  was,	  of	  
course,	  the	  debut	  
of	  Gilles	  Villeneuve	  	  
in	  a	  Formula	  1	  
Ferrari.	  A	  
Canadian,	  driving	  
for	  Ferrari!	  What	  
could	  be	  be\er?	  
With	  pre\y	  flimsy	  
creden.als	  I	  had	  scammed	  a	  photo	  
pass,	  so	  I	  could	  go	  pre\y	  much	  anywhere	  I	  liked.	  Crouching	  behind	  a	  two	  foot	  high	  
piece	  of	  Armco	  I	  took	  my	  photos	  of	  Villeneuve	  (above)	  for	  posterity.	  Well,	  OK,	  mainly	  
for	  myself.	  Finding	  the	  photos	  recently	  brought	  back	  some	  of	  the	  memories	  of	  the	  
race,	  which	  had	  much	  more	  than	  its	  fair	  share	  of	  drama.	  Featuring	  of	  course,	  
Villeneuve,	  to	  the	  huge	  delight	  of	  Canadian	  fans,	  though	  ul.mately	  he	  didn’t	  manage	  
to	  finish	  the	  race.	  

Nikki	  Lauda	  provided	  drama	  before	  the	  race	  started.	  With	  his	  1977	  F1	  world	  
championship	  now	  firmly	  locked	  up,	  Lauda,	  who	  had	  been	  unhappy	  with	  Ferrari	  for	  
some	  .me	  and	  was	  joining	  Brabham	  the	  following	  year,	  declared	  that	  running	  a	  third	  
car	  for	  Villeneuve	  was	  stretching	  the	  team’s	  efforts	  too	  far.	  He	  abruptly	  decided	  on	  
the	  Friday	  morning	  not	  to	  compete	  and	  leJ	  for	  Switzerland.	  So	  what	  drama	  was	  leJ?	  
Plenty.	  Who	  cared	  about	  Lauda?	  Talk	  about	  Canadian	  content;	  we	  had	  GV	  to	  cheer	  
on,	  though	  he	  finished	  the	  Friday	  qualifying	  session	  with	  a	  crash	  at	  Moss	  Turn.	  There	  
was	  also	  the	  Wolf	  WR1,	  owned	  by	  Canadian	  Walter	  Wolf,	  designed	  by	  the	  great	  
Harvey	  Postlethwaite,	  and	  spor.ng	  a	  Canadian	  flag	  on	  the	  nose.	  With	  Jody	  Scheckter	  
driving,	  the	  car	  had	  won	  its	  very	  first	  .me	  out	  in	  Argen.na	  and	  then	  again	  at	  
Monaco.	  Could	  it	  win	  again	  in	  Canada?



The	  cars	  formed	  up	  on	  the	  damp	  grid	  with	  
minutes	  to	  go	  before	  the	  start.	  Armed	  with	  
my	  magic	  photo	  pass	  I	  walked	  between	  the	  
front	  few	  rows,	  clicked	  off	  a	  few	  shots	  of	  
Mario	  Andrer.	  I	  was	  nervous,	  sure	  that	  
someone	  was	  going	  to	  say,	  hey,	  where	  did	  
you	  get	  that	  photo	  pass;	  you’re	  not	  a	  real	  
photographer!	  Andrer,	  on	  pole	  in	  the	  
black	  and	  gold	  John	  Player	  Lotus,	  
impassively	  stared	  straight	  ahead.	  
One	  more	  shot	  and	  the	  grid	  was	  cleared.

Standing	  right	  beside	  the	  track,	  behind	  the	  minuscule	  Armco	  barrier,	  I	  raised	  my	  trusty	  
Pentax	  camera	  and	  tried	  to	  look	  as	  though	  I	  belonged	  with	  the	  actual	  professional	  
photographers.	  A	  frazzled	  marshal	  asked	  us	  to	  please	  move	  back	  a	  li\le.	  Not	  that	  it	  would	  
make	  the	  slightest	  difference	  if	  the	  cars	  touched	  wheels	  and	  launched	  themselves	  at	  us,	  
mere	  feet	  from	  the	  track.	  We	  obediently	  retreated	  a	  yard	  or	  two,	  and	  then	  promptly	  
moved	  back	  as	  he	  turned	  away.	  

Andrer	  was	  on	  pole	  in	  his	  Lotus,	  Hunt	  (McLaren)	  beside	  him,	  then	  Peterson,	  in	  the	  six-‐
wheel	  Tyrell,	  Nilsson	  (Lotus),	  Mass,	  (McLaren)	  Depailler	  (Tyrell)	  then	  Scheckter	  in	  the	  Wolf.	  
Reutemann	  and	  Villeneuve,	  in	  the	  uncompe..ve	  Ferraris,	  were	  back	  in	  12th	  and	  17th	  
respec.vely,	  Villeneuve	  about	  three	  seconds	  slower	  than	  the	  pole	  si\er.	  

When	  the	  flag	  dropped	  the	  explosion	  of	  power,	  as	  the	  cars	  rocketed	  away,	  was	  stunning	  
from	  my	  posi.on	  a	  few	  feet	  away.	  25	  grand	  prix	  cars	  blas.ng	  off	  the	  grid	  so	  close	  I	  could	  
almost	  touch	  them.	  Perhaps	  I	  jumped	  back,	  I	  can’t	  remember,	  I	  think	  I	  probably	  froze	  un.l,	  
seconds	  later,	  they	  were	  gone.	  Andrer	  jumped	  into	  the	  lead,	  (below)	  followed	  by	  Hunt.	  
Regazzoni	  and	  Watson	  were	  out	  almost	  immediately	  as	  the	  80-‐lap	  ba\le	  commenced.



The	  Andrer	  Hunt	  chase	  went	  on	  for	  most	  of	  the	  race.	  I	  moved	  around	  to	  various	  
posi.ons	  by	  the	  track.	  I	  found	  a	  great	  spot	  between	  turns	  nine	  and	  ten	  on	  the	  outside.	  
I	  was	  a	  li\le	  nervous,	  as	  this	  was	  behind	  a	  .ny	  piece	  of	  Armco	  and	  was	  also	  the	  spot	  
where	  Jim	  Hall	  had	  landed	  his	  flying	  Chaparral	  in	  1964.	  But	  what	  the	  hey?	  It	  would	  be	  
worth	  it	  for	  a	  picture	  of	  Gilles,	  in	  a	  lovely	  four-‐wheel	  driJ,	  rounding	  turn	  nine	  and,	  for	  a	  
split	  second,	  poin.ng	  right	  at	  my	  camera.	  I	  focussed	  on	  the	  spot	  on	  the	  track	  where	  he	  
would	  be	  aiming	  right	  at	  me,	  before	  flicking	  hard	  right	  into	  turn	  ten.	  Here	  he	  comes…
I’m	  ready…oooh,	  look	  out,	  holy	  crap!	  …for	  some	  reason	  the	  photo	  was	  blurred…	  
	  	  

By	  lap	  60	  Andrer	  was	  s.ll	  leading	  with	  
Hunt	  in	  hot	  pursuit.	  In	  fact,	  so	  quick	  was	  
their	  pace	  that	  they	  had	  lapped	  
everyone	  except	  Hunt’s	  teammate,	  
Jochen	  Mass.	  As	  the	  two	  leaders	  came	  
up	  behind	  him,	  Mass	  managed	  to	  
impede	  Andrer	  at	  Moss	  Turn	  and	  Hunt	  
quickly	  took	  advantage,	  gerng	  by	  
Andrer	  and	  into	  the	  lead.	  But	  Hunt	  
was	  s.ll	  behind	  his	  about-‐to-‐be-‐lapped	  
team	  mate,	  Mass	  and	  somehow	  at	  turn	  
three	  the	  two	  came	  together	  and	  Hunt	  
was	  put	  out	  of	  the	  race.	  	  	  

Hunt,	  (above)	  aJer	  standing	  trackside,	  
angrily	  shaking	  his	  fist	  at	  “Herman	  the	  
German”	  as	  he	  called	  his	  teammate,	  tried	  
to	  cross	  the	  track	  and	  was	  restrained	  by	  a	  
marshal.	  S.ll	  furious,	  Hunt	  punched	  the	  
marshal,	  who	  went	  down	  for	  the	  count.	  
Years	  later	  I	  tracked	  down	  the	  marshal,	  
Ernie	  Strong.	  This	  is	  what	  he	  told	  me.	  
“The	  impact	  and	  momentum	  were	  
enough	  for	  Hunt	  to	  lose	  a	  driver's	  shoe.	  I	  
was	  first	  to	  the	  incident.	  James	  was	  
headed	  back	  to	  the	  racing	  surface;	  I	  had	  
no	  idea	  what	  was	  going	  on	  in	  his	  head.	  I	  
was	  thinking	  he	  was	  disoriented,	  and	  
grabbed	  him	  from	  behind	  by	  the	  
shoulders.	  	  Then	  came	  the	  
surprising	  uppercut!”	  Hunt	  said	  "Sorry,	  
old	  man!"	  and	  headed	  back	  to	  the	  pits!”	  
and	  I	  went	  back	  to	  my	  corner	  sta.on...



There	  was	  more	  drama	  in	  
the	  final	  four	  laps.	  On	  lap	  
77,	  Patrese	  spun	  his	  
Shadow	  into	  the	  second	  
Hesketh	  of	  Rupert	  Keegan,	  
which	  had	  crashed	  earlier	  
in	  the	  race	  and	  had	  been	  
leJ	  on	  the	  side	  of	  the	  track	  
at	  turn	  nine.	  The	  following	  
lap,	  Andrer's	  engine	  blew	  
and	  laid	  oil	  as	  he	  coasted	  
into	  the	  pits.	  Vi\orio	  
Brambilla	  (the	  Monza	  
Gorilla!)	  hit	  this	  oil	  and	  spun	  his	  Surtees,	  
(above	  right)	  collec.ng	  the	  wreckages	  of	  Keegan's	  and	  Patrese's	  cars.	  Finally,	  Danny	  
Ongais,	  spun	  his	  Interscope	  Penske	  on	  the	  same	  oil,	  but	  was	  able	  to	  con.nue.	  	  But	  all	  
Canadian	  eyes	  were	  now	  on	  the	  car	  with	  the	  Maple	  Leaf	  flag	  on	  the	  nose.	  If	  we	  
couldn’t	  have	  Villeneuve’s	  Ferrari,	  how	  about	  the	  Wolf?	  Through	  the	  gathering	  
gloom	  and	  rain	  the	  victory	  grew	  closer	  and	  closer	  and	  so,	  in	  the	  end,	  Jody	  Scheckter	  
(below)	  brought	  the	  “Canadian”	  Wolf	  WR1	  home	  in	  first	  place.	  	  
And	  I	  had	  my	  photos	  of	  GV.....too	  bad	  about	  the	  blurry	  one…..	  	  



                               CASC Office moving
Effective January 1st, 2015, the CASC office will be located at 
1110 Finch Avenue West, Suite 222, North York, ON. M3J 2T2
416 667 9500

                               ELIGIBILITY FORMS
Don’t get caught out! No eligibility form means NO championship points. 
This is not negotiable! Not sure if yours is on file? Email Joe Lightfoot 
right now! joelightfoot@kos.net

                                  HELP WANTED!

           

LATE BRAKING NEWS.....!

       “Call	  for	  Volunteer	  Photographers”	  -‐	  we’re	  looking	  for	  volunteer	  
photographers	  to	  capture	  weekend	  events	  and	  ac<vi<es,	  especially	  people,	  
cars	  and	  ac<vi<es	  in	  the	  paddock;	  photography	  will	  be	  credited	  and	  used	  on	  
our	  website	  galleries	  and	  social	  media	  channels

      “Call	  for	  Volunteer	  Videographers”	  –	  we’re	  looking	  for	  someone	  to	  record	  short	  
interviews	  with	  VARAC	  members	  at	  weekend	  events;	  create	  and	  post	  short	  
snippets	  to	  our	  website	  and	  social	  media	  channels

       “Call	  for	  Social	  Media	  Volunteers”	  –	  we’re	  looking	  for	  anyone	  with	  a	  smart	  
phone,	  an	  eye	  for	  cool	  photography,	  a	  sense	  of	  humour	  for	  entertaining	  
cap<ons	  and	  a	  passion	  for	  vintage	  race	  cars	  to	  broadcast	  on	  our	  social	  media	  
channels	  at	  weekend	  events	  (experience	  with	  Facebook,	  Twi_er,	  Instagram	  a	  
must)

    “Call	  for	  Website	  Assistance”	  –	  we’re	  looking	  for	  a	  volunteer	  with	  some	  extra	  
<me	  and	  WordPress	  experience	  to	  help	  with	  maintenance	  of	  the	  VARAC	  
website	  (which	  is	  currently	  being	  updated)	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Please	  contact	  DIANE DALE
Director IT & Communications, VARAC   Email: lddale@varac.ca

mailto:lddale@varac.ca
mailto:lddale@varac.ca


Brian Lister, July 12 1926-December 16, 2014

  

  Brian Lister, Road Atlanta, October, 1994. Photo by Bob Harrington

Brian Lister brought out the first in a series of sports cars in 1954, 
making its debut at the British Empire Trophy at Oulton Park with the 
diminutive but hugely talented Archie Scott Brown at the wheel. Later, 
Lister swapped in a Moore-tuned Bristol two-litre engine and knockoff 
wire wheels in place of the MG's discs to improve performance. For the 
sports car race supporting the 1954 British Grand Prix at Silverstone, 
Scott Brown won the two-litre class and placed fifth overall behind only 
works Aston Martins. In 1955, a handful of Lister-Bristols were built with 
a new body but it was less successful than the original Lister-Bristol of 
1954. For 1957, Lister redesigned the car around a Jaguar D-type inline-
six, with an aerodynamic aluminium body. Driver Archie Scott Brown 
won the 1957 British Empire Trophy in the new Lister-Jaguar. The car 
won 12 out of 14 races entered. Refined again in 1958, the Lister-Jaguar 
entered international competitions. Brown was killed that season when 
he crashed the Lister-Jaguar at Spa-Francorchamps. By the end of 1959, 
Lister withdrew from competition, although production of sports cars 
continued for customers. Bob Harrington took this photograph of Brian 
Lister, with some of his famous cars. While they were doing the setup 
Lister was looking over the immaculate cars. He then walked over and 
quietly said, “Bob, I never made them this good….”



Antonio Sabato
May 9, 1937-November 25, 2014

Antonio was born in Lecce, Italy. Although he immigrated to Canada at 
the age of 22, a country he was profoundly proud to be part of, he 
never wavered from his strong Italian heritage. Being an avid soccer 
fan, his blood bled of a different colour of blue; Azzurri Blu. Best 
remembered ending many a conversation, fist clenched high above his 
head, especially every 4 years, announcing “Forza Italia”. Not only an F1 
enthusiast but also an accomplished car-racing competitor in his own 
right. Yes, he was a VARAC member for several years and no, he was 
not the Antonio Sabato who played Nino Barlini in “Grand Prix”! Antonio  
navigated  his life the way he may have driven one of his many race 
cars; with unbridled precision, and a steadfast dogged determination 
and persistence that would ultimately lead him to his podium. 
Phil Lamont said: “He was a wonderfully entertaining character, who had 
great fun racing. Usually accompanied by a group of friends, his spot in 
the paddock would overflow with plenty of good food and good times. 
He once said to me,with a huge smile, "Phil - there are two kinds of 
people in the world:   Italians…. and those who wish they were Italian!”

Photo by Bob Harrington



  BARC 2002 
The picture at left 
was taken by ace 
photog Sharleen 
Pratt on the 
Saturday of the 
BARC Grand Prix of 
Ontario, held on 
April 27-28, 2002. 
The weather 
forecast was pretty 
awful, so your 
humble editor 
packed up and went 
home Saturday 

evening. This wimpy move was greeted with much derision by some 
hon members. The winter scene the following day was taken by Ron 
Wanless. I was at home, enjoying my morning coffee at the time…



You should be able to identify at least eight of the people above, gathered 
at the Nürburgring for the 1961 Grosser Preis von Deutschland. If you can 
identify nine, that’s good, ten is even better. (And please note the tires!)

  Above: Jumping into his Porsche at Sebring is...? At right, these two  
famous helmets belong to....? Answers on next page.



                                        ANSWERS! 
Left to right, Jim Clark, John Cooper, Innes Ireland, Jack Brabham, Stirling 
Moss, Graham Hill, Huschke von Hanstein, Jo Bonnier, Bruce McLaren, Dan 
Gurney. And I say the guy with the short hair behind Ireland and Brabham is 
Richie Ginther, so there... Jumping into the Porsche is Peter Ryan. In the 
distinctive helmets are Denise McLuggage and Innes Ireland. 

    Joyeux Noël!

 Merry Christmas, Happy New Year

Happy Hanukkah!
And thanks to all who have contributed to 

Pit Signals throughout the year! 

Jeremy Sale.


