
 PIT SIGNALS
LATE  BRAKING  NEWS  FOR  THE  VARAC  VINTAGE  RACER - By JEREMY SALE   SEPT 2012

Inside! Brits On The Lake...

Calabogie: reports from Chris Rupnik and John Greenwood!

The Grid Crew would like to pass on a special thank you to Doug 
Kurtin, (photo at left) #72 Vintage. Doug was kind enough to buy us 
breakfast 2 days in a row. You don't know how much that was 
appreciated! Thank you so much Doug. The Crew.

Top left: The Unipower of Claude Houde and the Marcos of Bob Polak. Top right, Pit 
Signals reporter Chris Rupnik gathers the trophies. Above left: Doug Switzer won the 
Braidan Tire gift certificate! Centre: Stephen Rocque and Andrew Atkins – best battle 
in the G70+ final race (they swapped positions almost every lap!!!!) Above right: 
The G70+ Podium – Peter Schlag, Mike Steplock, Steve Clark, Dave Margolese. 

Photos by Diane Dale, 
Richard Colburn and

Radu, thanks!  



If you have done 23 corners in one lap...then you are lost at Calabogie!  
Or, if you are like most of the newbies or forgetful oldsters, you just 
pretend that you did it on purpose. Well, I suppose it’s possible to get 
vertigo on the 260 degree Corner 8, it’s called Temptation....best to say 
nothing as most of the field seemed to be in the same boat....  and 
besides, there are only 20 corners on Calabogie’s 5km "Long Track” 
Confused yet? 

I was perplexed Saturday morning when I saw that my 2012 CASC 
school pupil, Vince Garret, was two seconds a lap faster than me,,,,, and 
then I found out that he had been attending lapping sessions on Friday! 
Whew, what a relief! So I still had time to get my act together in the 
qualifying session!  Claude Gagne (Lotus 61 FF) was dancing happy with 
his first place position in practice, and then the gremlins attacked, one 
after another!! All sixteen cars started Qually except Cam McRae who 
unfortunately had to DNS, feeling unwell. 
Four cars from PQ plus Bob Polak, who I think straddles the provincial 
line between PQ and Ontario. 
Five cars represented the 
Formula Classic. Two Lotus 
FF’s and three F Vees. 
Everyone improved their 
practice times with Yvon 
Lepinay, grinning from ear to 
ear as he hustled his 
trusty 510 around with great 
gusto to third spot on the 
grid. First place went to 
Doug Kurtin (right) with his 
very fast Porsche 911. 

Calabogie!
John Greenwood reports....



Saturday Evening 
Just delightful. MCO put on a really smashing BBQ meal with roast prime 
rib, beef or chicken and roast "tatties", with salad and all the fixin’s. There 
was even COLD beer supplied!!  I waited about 15 minutes before I 
joined the line up and was just finishing my first beer when I arrived at the 
serving station, about five to seven minutes, GREAT!!  Well, of course, 
we have now come to expect MCO to maintain the VERY high standards 
of their past events but bravo, MCO, and many thanks! Well done!
 
Sunday Morning
The weather looked perfect for another day’s racing, sunny and clear with 
a light, cooling breeze. The organizers were running a little late with two 
grids left over from Saturdays program still to run.  Our V/H grid seemed 
intact with no one missing that I could see and we were off to another 
exhausting 20 minute workout, er, race session! 
I started sixth and chased Gavin Ivory’s Porsche and could also see Bob 
Eagleson’s MGB for a few laps before they showed me that they didn’t 
like me there, so they just went a LOT faster. I didn’t see any stranded 
cars on track, so I assume that everyone finished, a good race and a 
good finishing record.

The Sunday pm 
race was almost 
a repeat of 
Sunday morning 
except that Ed 
Luce (left) got it 
all going right 
and managed to 
outrace Doug 
Kurtin for the 
overall win. 
Yvon Lepinay 

chased them all the way to a fine third place and First in 
Class...Again, I didn’t see any cars that didn’t finish, so everyone who 
started was there at the finish...beauty!!



The end of the race portion of the event was a trophy presentation at the 
podium with a trophy and champagne  being presented to the First in 
Class for three classes plus a special bottle presented by Nick Majors on 
behalf of CASC. Results: 1st overall, Ed Luce, 1st in class 2VH Doug 
Kurtin, 1st in class 3VH, Yvon Lepinay. I should also mention that Claude 
Houde’s  name was drawn for a gift certificate from our friends at CSC 
racing... (I hope I got all of this right). 

TO SUM UP.  
This was a really well run event when you consider that the 
MCO program was pretty optimistic in having 9 race groups competing 
for the time slots available. However this was explained to me as a 
necessary evil, as it takes a huge amount of money (read entrants) to run 
a race at this long track, with the requirement of lots and lots of workers. I 
applaud MCO for getting the job done in a classy style. When I arrived at 
the track at 4pm, the paddock was jammed with rigs and cars. A paddock 
marshal came and guided me into a spot that 
he had created between some parked rigs. 
The army of paddock marshals continued well 
into the night guiding late arrivals into 
spots...”Sorry you can’t park beside your 
buddies, but we do have a spot for you...” 
Seems that there were over 260 cars entered. 
The grid crew was on "hurry up" mode all 
weekend with the 5 min board being displayed 
as the chequered flag was waved on the 
previous  race. Good loudspeakers (at least in 
the main paddock) blaring out race group 
times and instructions.
 
I really expected that we would have had a 
bigger (25-30) car field, as this track is about 4-41/2 easy driving 
hours from Toronto and much less from Montreal and Ottawa. Although I 
believe that the competing schedule at Lime Rock may have bitten into 
the potential V/H field. Maybe next year,,,it would be soo nice to be part 
of 30 cars winding through the hills and valleys of  Calabogie’s 23 
corners. OOPS, sorry, it is only 20 corners... boy, I am too tired! JG.  

Doug Switzer, 1969 TSR FV



My Calabogie Weekend, by Chris Rupnik.

This was to be my first time driving the new Yellow/Green Fiat 124 Spider 
at Calabogie. Andrew Celovsky, bless his heart, built it over the winter 
months.  With no qualifying time I started from the last position but was 
able to make up a few spots on the first lap, and finished in sixth position 

overall, first in the V/H 4 class. To 
say I was happy would be an 
understatement! We ate dinner and 
told each other lies while sitting in 
the Young/Switzer/Atkins pit area. 
The camaraderie was really fun and 
even better was the complete 
absence of any bugs! We laughed 
into the night while watching racing 
videos on a projected display on the 

side of the trailer. Watching Kevin’s in-car footage we really could see 
how the setting sun blinded in 
several corners.
The facilities at CMP are brand 
new and top notch; great showers 
and all amenities built right the first 
time! It should also be noted that 
there were significant sized rigs 

attending. 
Across from our paddock space was a luxury 
RC that not only had an externally facing huge 
flat screen TV, but also a working satellite 
setup, so we were able to watch the F1 race 
live from Spa! 

 Top: Doug Durrell had a mixed weekend. MIddle,            
Andrew’s build, my “Yellow-Green” Fiat 124 ran 
well all weekend! Thanks Andrew! Left, Claude    
Houde (Unipower) won the CSC gift certificate!



A Happy Vintage Podium: from left to right, Chris Rupnik, VH4, 
Yvon Lepinay, VH3, Doug Kurtin, VH2 and Ed Luce, VH-K.

The second race itself was all in the start, with John Greenwood and 
Claude Gagne managing to get by, while I managed to hold off the hard 
charging Unipower of Claude Houde. Not having someone in front of me 
is a circumstance that I am not very used to, so keeping pace was 
difficult. My excuse was preserving the car for the third race! With my 
slower pace and few more laps, Claude Houde, Jeff Clark and Peter 
Lambrinos would have been right on me. Happy that one finished as it 
did with another class victory.
In race number three I had a great dice with John Greenwood, switching 
positions several times a lap over numerous laps, making for some 
exciting video. I managed to come in again seventh, first in class. There 
was a great podium ceremony where each of the class winners was 
rewarded with a plaque, a bottle of champagne and a bottle of whisky. 
What great gifts! I did suffer the humiliation of needed a bump start off the 
pit row after the ceremony, as the Fiat needed its rest. 

Arrived home after a great weekend and have been on a high since then, 
in fact the very next day I made arrangements for the Fall Classic at Mt-

Tremblant! Hope to see you all there! Ciao bella! Chris Rupnik.



Steve Clark’s Corvette, at top, and the two Porsches of Dave Margolese, left, 

and Mike Steplock, right, finished 1,2,3 in the Group 70 + Sunday Feature.  

“We had a great weekend.  Saturday we raced into the setting sun, 
which made the kink and a couple other corners very exciting due to 
glare!  Later into the race, bugs on the windshield compounded the 
problem.  I managed to keep the Z on the track and hang on to win the 
F Class.  Sunday I had a battle with Peter Schlag for F honours.  He 
was running really well, and although I got past him at the start of race 

three, he tailed me for the next few 
laps. A loose mirror meant I couldn't 
see very well behind me on the 
driver's side, and I think I inadvertently 
showed him 'the edge of the track' on 
occasion when he got close.  Sorry 
Pete!  In the end he finally passed me 
into the quarry on the second last lap 
and took the deserved win.  Overall, 
a really fun weekend!”                   

Kevin Young, #45 Datsun. Kevin’s father Neil holds the brolly....



Brits On The Lake
Congratulations to Bob 
DeShane for a very 
successful event in Port 
Perry. Congrats as well 
to VARAC’s Bill Brack, 
Jamie Shelton, John 
Greenwood, Alan Weller 
and David Holmes who 
brought out their race 
cars.  
John Greenwood 
distinguished VARAC 
once again by winning 
the Ambassador's 
Award for best Club 
Display.
Bill Brack won for best 
Race Car and Alan 
Weller was second with 
the former Dennis Coad 
Alpine.      Bill Brack and Bob DeShane with Bill’s 1972 Lotus 59/69

 The weekend started on Saturday with the "Wing Commanders Rally", a fun jaunt of about 100    
miles around Lake Scugog collecting complimentary wine and stops where poker cards were 
collected and where fun things and delicacies were offered. Lunch in Lindsay provided the 
halfway break to stretch legs and visit the loo, then off on the second half ending at the Antrim 
House Pub on the Port Perry waterfront. In the evening there was the "No U-Boats" Cruise on 
Lake Scugog featuring a fabulous dinner and British Invasion music for dancing. There were 275 
cars registered for the show on Sunday and the Durham East Enders British Car Club staged 
another successful fund-raising round of Valve Cover Races aiding the Port Perry Hospital 
Foundation. A "Fascinator Contest" brought out a bevy of lovely ladies adorned with the latest 
Royal craze. The Queen paid a visit arriving in a Rolls Royce Corniche Drophead, suitably piped 
in by the Uxbridge Legion Pipes & Drums.The MG Car Club of Toronto won the Nigel Shiftright 
Award for having the most club members registered.

“Port Perry is a historic little town on Lake Scugog.” says Bob DeShane. “The Victorian style 
buildings on Queen Street all date back to the mid 1800s when the town was completely rebuilt 
after a devastating fire destroyed the downtown area. The portion of Queen Street that is used for 
BOTL is from Water Street (at the waterfront) to Simcoe Street, three full blocks. The street is 
lined with beautiful old buildings, housing boutique style stores, a bakery and neat little eateries.  
All of the side streets are blocked off for BOTL, leaving only one entrance to the Car Show area 
at Water Street. This is a classic Ontario quiet little town. I had arranged for Bill Brack to store the 
Lotus overnight in a friend’s garage, three blocks from Queen Street.  As Bill and his crew fired 
the car up at about 9:30 am, three blocks away, it could easily be heard by the crowds.  He then 
drove it down through the public parking area off Queen Street, emerging onto the street in the 
thick of the crowds.  You could hear the car getting closer and suddenly, there it was!  Mmmm…
that beautiful BDA noise bouncing off 150-year-old bricks buildings, what an attention getter!”



More Brits On The Lake

 “David Holmes (MGA) and Jamie Shelton (GSM) took the same route as the other show cars, 
entering at Water Street.  A constant crowd filled the street between the parked show cars so that 

it looked more like the CNE Midway than 
Port Perry!  The arriving show cars fill the 
parking spaces from Water Street west.  
Later arrivals like David and Jamie had to 
make their way through those crowds to 
find an available space.  Now your 
average MGB or Austin Healey emits a 
nice, muted, rather civilized burble from 
their pipes, they sound much less 
threatening than a race tuned car with 
open exhaust.  And with a few hundred 
show cars entering, people walking the 
street grow accustomed to the sound of 
approaching cars, threading their way to 
parking spaces ahead.  But when they 

heard the crackling bursts of racing exhaust from the MGA and the GSM, there was a visible air 
of excitement and they moved more quickly, pointing and talking about what they were 
witnessing. We see race cars all the time, but people seldom see racing cars at car shows.  As a 
result, the appearance of our VARAC vintage racers adds significantly to BOTL and everyone will 
tell you that they are very popular with the spectators and other car owners.” Bob D.

Allan Weller’s ex-Denny Coad Alpine is shown above. All Photos by Radu.



Still More Brits On The Lake

More from John Greenwood: 

“The picturesque town of Port Perry is the perfect place for a street party like this and Bob had 
gone all out to create a real party atmosphere, with public address speakers keeping the fans 
informed of all the various activities taking place during the day. A super live band played all the 
oldies that was the music of the day to the thousands taking in all of the special cars and bikes 
that were there on display. Some really neat stuff, too. When did you last see a Bristol 2 litre 
coupe, or a unrestored 1952 Lanchester, or a Royal Enfield bike with full weatherproof fairing? 
 
“I had put up a little display to represent VARAC and attempt to keep the word alive about the 
CHGP and what vintage racing was all about, etc. I was totally surprised that we won the award 
for the “Best Car Club Display " as voted by the merchants of Port Perry, very nice! 

By the way, Bill Brack’s Lotus was next to me and I especially enjoyed the looks of amazement 
on some of the faces as they realized that the person that they were talking with was actually  
"the Bill Brack"!  It was great, just watching their reactions.  

“I will be back next year, I hope I can find a few more VARAC bodies to come along and a few 
more VARAC race cars to show off. It was a really enjoyable day.”

John Greenwood.

John Greenwood brought his Lotus Seven out for a 
VARAC presence and wound up winning a trophy!



Happy 91st birthday to Al Pease, Monday, October 15th!

Above:	  A	  certain	  Jim	  Clark	  drives	  the	  Al	  Pease/Honest	  Ed	  car	  to	  8th	  place	  in	  the	  1963	  Player's	  
200	  race.	  Clark	  had	  been	  down	  to	  drive	  another	  Lotus	  for	  the	  event	  but	  there	  was	  a	  problem	  
with	  it.	  (What?	  I	  don’t	  believe	  it!	  A	  mechanical	  problem	  with	  a	  Lotus?	  Surely	  you	  jest?	  Editor.)

Above:	  Al	  Pease	  at	  the	  old	  Portage	  La	  
Prairie	  track	  out	  west.	  Al	  was	  a	  BMC	  
"works"	  driver	  and	  competed	  in	  an	  MGA	  
Twin	  Cam,	  various	  very	  hot	  Mini	  Coopers	  
and	  of	  course	  his	  well	  known	  MGB	  (giant	  
killer).	  He	  moved	  on	  to	  Lotus	  20,	  then	  a	  
Lotus	  23	  and	  then	  a	  Lotus	  47.	  (All	  in	  the	  
livery	  of	  "HONEST	  ED"	  which	  caused	  quite	  
a	  ruckus	  with	  the	  powers	  that	  be	  in	  the	  
day.)	  

Note	  Al’s	  Mini	  Cooper	  in	  photo	  left;	  all	  glass	  
intact,	  no	  fender	  [lares,	  stock	  wheels,	  and	  a	  
license	  plate.	  See	  how	  close	  the	  "berm"	  is	  to	  
the	  track	  at	  Corner	  5b.	  

A l	   Pease	   raced	   in	   three	  
Formula	  1	  Grands	  Prix,	  in	  1967	  
and	   1969	   at	   the	   wheel	   of	   a	  
privately	   entered	   Eagle	   Mk	   1	  
Climax.	   Pease	   was	   hugely	  
successful	   in	   the	   Canadian	  
motor	   racing	   scene,	   and	   was	  
later	   inducted	   into	   Canada’s	  
Motorsport	   Hall	   of	   Fame	   in	  
1998.	  

Below:	  Check	  this	  link	  for	  some	  
really	  neat	  old	  [ilm	  of	  Al	   Pease	  
at	  Mt-‐Tremblant.	   Sent	  by	   Mike	  
MG	   Adams,	   who	   rescued	   and	  
restored	  Al's	  MGB,	  at	  right	  with	  
Al	  making	  sure	  it’s	  immaculate.	  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-X86iRnIn4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-X86iRnIn4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-X86iRnIn4

